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38 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

9. "We suggest a committee or bureau for the furtherance, 
through publicity and special propaganda of the aims and pur- 
poses of the Association. 

10. Mindful of the high aim and privilege of Bible teach- 
ers to be spiritual powers in their schools and communities, 
we emphasize their duty to bring students through Bible study 
to a higher sense of companionship with God and a nobler atti- 
tude toward life. 



WHAT SUBJECTS ARE NEEDED IN A COLLEGE BIBLE 

COURSE? 

(Prof. R. B. Stevens, Grand Island College, Nebraska.) 

The answer to this question will depend largely upon the 
aim of the course, as for instance, in a denominational school 
aiming to educate men and women for the ministry and mis- 
sionary service, it would include evidences, apologetics, theol- 
ogy, homiletics, and possibly Greek and Hebrew. Or it might 
be possible to have a course to build or defend that particular 
brand of the faith to which the people who support the college 
themselves subscribe. 

Again, the aim might be to study the history of literature 
of the Hebrews in the same way and for the same reason that 
we would study the history or literature of the Egyptians or 
any other ancient people. The bare facts of the history and 
the literary value of the Bible would then be emphasized. 

Or the whole course might have a devotional purpose. All 
facts of scholarship would then be subservient to this purpose. 

But none of the aims mentioned covers the full purpose of 
most schools in teaching Bible. The general purpose is to 
study the Bible for the ultimate purpose of Christian motiva- 
tion of life. 

If this be the aim it is necessary to study it with sympa- 
thetic interest. We study the history to get the chronological 
setting of the struggles of a people to gain spiritual and moral 
truth. "We study their literature to find the actual statement 
of that truth as the leaders discovered it from time to time. 
"We study the New Testament to find the historical setting for 
and the statement of God's revelation to men, to find the way 
that truth was fitted into the conceptions of that day and the 
effects of that truth upon the world of that time. Then we 
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turn to our own selves and our own times to make this truth 
a vital part of our individual and social life. 

That being the aim we are interested not in any one class 
of students but in the rank and file of college men and women. 
We should encourage them to consistently apply these prin- 
ciples of life. The course then should be complete in itself 
for this purpose. None of our subjects will be technical or 
exhaustive. Yet they cannot be superficial. They must always 
equal or be superior in scholarship requirements to the average 
college subject in any other course. 

If the aim of the course is knowledege of Christian prin- 
ciples and motivation of life in accordance therewith, then the 
Bible is certainly the chief source book and should be the first 
thing studied. Introduction, history, literature, biography, 
teachings, etc., may be given side by side. The course will 
seem less mechanical, less likely to shock the religious sensi- 
bilities of the students, and will afford an opportunity to em- 
phasize moral and spiritual truth along with the criticism. 
Uusually this Biblical material is divided into two subjects, 
the Old and New Testaments. 

Another subject which might well be given in a brief man- 
ner is that of Church history, which would show the expansion 
of the Christian principle and the relation which present relig- 
ious institutions and organizations bear historically to the 
beginnings of organized religious life. It helps to fit the 
Christian faith and the results of it into the general course of 
human history. 

Christianity itself is not so well understood or appreciated 
until it is related to other religions. It is well to know how 
Christianity fits into the universal religious impulse of man- 
kind. This can be done briefly in a study of comparative re- 
ligions. A study of the psychology of religion helps to show 
what place it may have in the individual and social life in 
the modern world. 

To summarize, the following subjects might be suggested 
for a Bible course: the Old Testament, the New Testament, 
Christian ethics, the Christian church, comparative religions, 
psychology of religion, philosophy of religion, with the possi- 
ble addition of Missions and applied Sunday School. The Old 
Testament and the New Testament would be the fundamental 
subjects requiring more time. 



